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Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):

What is the purpose of the study?
Patient consenting for elective procedures are done in orthopaedic outpatient clinics with the consultant or registrars. The consent form acts as a legal document and it is important that it is done well. Correct consenting relies on the communication skills of the surgeon to educate the patient about relevant indications, contraindications and potential complications as well as their rates. 

There has not been a randomised control trial (RCT) yet to demonstrate whether visual aids using simulated models improve the understanding and satisfaction of patients consenting for elective orthopaedic operations. The RCT will abide by CONSORT guidelines and equate to a high level of evidence (Level 1 or A) for publication in a PubMed journal. 

What do I have to do if I take part?
1. Weeks 1-8: Data collection will involve handing out and collecting pre-designed patient questionnaires at outpatient clinics. We will randomly select at least 20 patients for 2 cohorts. Cohort A will be exposed to simulated musculoskeletal models when being consented in clinic for an elective procedure. Cohort B will be the control group and will not be exposed to simulated models. 
2. Weeks 9: Analyse and compare the data from both cohorts
3. Weeks 10-12: Write up and preparation and practise oral presentation 

You will be fully supported throughout the study with multiple supervisors. The departmental staff is friendly and approachable. We also have a high turnover of conference presentations and journal publications. 

What are the possible benefits to taking part?
The outcomes of this project will be very useful to detect key issues related to both subjective and objective metrics for the assessment of visual aids at consultation. You will have the opportunity of demonstrating an effective method of improving patient satisfaction which will influence current guidelines.

What will happen to the results of the research study?
We will analyse results together and present our findings at departmental meetings, international conferences and publish in a peer-reviewed journal, as well as include some of the content in a MPhil thesis.
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